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Lala
Inter v ie w

Our VIP 305 Cover page for Magazine 24 features Lala. 
Lala is a teen model, award winning cheerleader, and 
dedicated student. Not only does she give her all in 
everything she does, but she is also a role model to 
many young cheerleaders and models everywhere!

1. How old were you when you started to 
cheer? I was 10 years old when I started 
cheering.

2. How many hours do you spend a week 
practicing for cheer? Our team practices 
are twice a week for about 2 1/2 hours and 
extra practices can run 10 hours on wee-
kends. I also go in on my off days for about 
two hours on Tuesdays and Thursdays just 
to condition and practice a little bit.

3. What keeps you motivated to keep 
going back to the gym and practicing 
even when things get tough? The love of  
the sport and my teammates and friends-
hips I have made.

4. What do you look forward to the most 
during cheer season? Our new routine, 
new uniforms and our dance choreogra-
phy.

5. How many Championships have you 
won for cheer? I am blessed to have one 
battle at the big top, cheer sport, NCA, 
UCA and worlds.

6. Do you cheer with just Top Gun?  Or are 
you on a school team as well? I used to 
cheer for my high school for a short time 
but since I travel a lot I had to continue 
being homeschooled and concentrate on 
TopGun.

7. Who are your biggest supporters? The 
biggest supporters I have in my life are my 
family, friends and all of the young athletes 
that support me and my team every time 
we step on the mat

8. Who would you say has been your best 
mentor or teacher throughout your whole 

career so far? My mom who has always 
had my best intentions at heart.

9. Who is your role model? Not one, but all 
women who believe in empowering other 
women.

10. How did you become a part of the 
modeling business? I was asked by a com-
pany who saw me on Instagram and sent 
me a message and it all began from there

11. What companies do you model for? 
Rebel athletic, Onex50, prom girl, Sally Mi-
ller, stunt stand, pro hair tie, flippin amp, 
Giant Pixel and I modeled for Under Armor 
asan epic athlete.

12. What is your favorite part about mode-
ling? My favorite part is traveling all over 
the world, making friends, and being able 
to wear the new creations the company 
has created before anyone has a chance 
to see them.

13. Who is your style icon? I like new and 
upcoming trends I like watching new fas-
hion shows but just basically jeans and 
shirts, fun stuff.

14. When you aren’t modeling or cheering 
what is YOUR style? Do you prefer to be 
comfy, dressed up? I would say my style 
would be either athletic, ripped jeans with 
a cute top some cute shoes or some hot 
sneakers trending now.

15. Is it hard to juggle friends, cheer, mode-
ling, school, and everything else you do? 
It’s been hard to balance because, when 
you’re cheering or modeling you usually 
miss a lot of events that your friends have 
going on but it’s worth it I end up making 

it up and spending some time with them 
and for school I keep up with it by trave-
ling with my laptop and doing schoolwork 
every time I get a moment

16. What are your favorite things to do to 
unwind from cheer and modeling? I love 
working out, going to the beach, hanging 
out with friends, and traveling.

17. What are your biggest goals both in 
your personal life and your career? My bi-
ggest goals consist of getting into a good 
college and becoming a dermatologist

18. Did you ever expect to be such an ins-
piration and role model to girls everywhe-
re? One never expects to be any kind of 
role model but it’s a great feeling and I’m 
blessed to meet all these amazing people 
and athletes

19. Do you have any advice for these girls 
who look up to you and admire you? My 
advice to anyone is to be humble, work 
hard, stay in school and make going to co-
llege a priority. Try to enjoy every moment 
because before you know it it’s gone.

20. What would you tell someone who 
wants to start to cheer but is unsure becau-
se of all the challenges that could face 
them? I would tell them that no athlete is 
the best. Do things at your own pace and 
make sure you’re having fun doing it.

21. Where do you see yourself 5 years from 
now? In five years I am hoping to be in me-
dical school happy, healthy and enjoying 
life.



Zavier  
Gar cia Skydiving

Experience

F
or as long as I can remember skydiving had 

been one of the top things to do on my buc-

ketlist. Beginning at a very young age thrill see-

king, and exploring had always been hobbies 

of mine. I would dream about skydiving, cliff jumping, 

and mountain climbing around this time; there was 

just something about being high in the sky or above 

everything that fascinated me. While I got the chance 

to go mountain climbing and cliff jumping, skydiving 

was always something I was not able to try out due to 

the age requirement.Finally the day came that I tur-

ned 18, and the very same day I booked my skydiving 

appointment at Miami Skydiving Center. Upon arrival 

later that week we were met and trained by their staff 

in preparation for our jump. In less then an hour I was 

beginning my flight to the 10,000 feet jump point. With 

a few final directions from my tandem staff member 

we jumped and the fall began. The first few seconds 

were probably the scariest of my life, but immediately 

after the rest of the drop was absolutely breath taking 

to say the least. It felt as if that short time in the sky was 

an eternity. The site was beautiful and the feeling was 

truly indescribable. I would recommend anyone to try 

it, that memory was experience unforgettable.



Skydiving

V
ery Important Purpose is hosting their first sleep-away summer 

service project for teens between the ages of 14 and 17. We will 
be hosting this summer service project for two weeks; one week 

for boys, one week for girls. Teens who participate will be able to serve 
their community in various ways throughout the week. Each teen will 

receive 150 hours of community service at the end of their stay.

The teens will learn teamwork, communication skills and leadership skills.  
They will gain an appreciation of their everyday life while working 
	 and helping local organizations. 
They will participate in daily forums with invited guests that will encourage 
	 them to love themselves and others. 
They will have the opportunity to participate in various activities such as 	

	 soccer, volleyball, Zumba, yoga, etc. 
They will be able to cook, bake, and participate in everyday routines. 
Activities such as a Talent Shows, Karaoke Night, Game Night will be part 	

	 of scheduled activities.  
Throughout the week, students will work with 4 different organizations, 
	 La Ventana de los Cielos, The Ronald McDonald House Charity, Foster 	

	 Care Systems and a Beach Clean-up, and more. 

Summer Camp Price: $600.00 per student 
Price Includes: 
Accommodation at our Homestead 
Cabin “El Escondite” 
Breakfast, lunch and dinner all full days 
Transportation to all facilities 
4 shirts that must be worn when out of the cabin

Chaperones: We are always looking to involve 
our parents! If you would like to chaperone this 
Summer Camp you must have the following: 
Finger prints 
Virtuous Program Participation 
Must be a parent of a participating student 
Cost for Chaperone: $500.00 
Price Includes: 
Accommodation at our Homestead 
Cabin “El Escondite” 
Breakfast, lunch and dinner all full days 
Transportation to all facilities 
4 shirts that must be worn when out of the cabin 

Our 2019 Dates: 
There will be 2 parent meetings 
held before camp starts (TBA)
Boys: June 17th - June 23rd  
Girls: July 8th - July 14th  



On February 8-10, 2019 
Belen Jesuit Preparatory School hos-
ted their 51st annual Tombola. They 
started the weekend off with the Cu-
linary Extravaganza on Friday night 
featuring some of Miami’s most diver-
se and popular restaurants that even 
included wine pairing! Saturday offe-
red another opportunity for adults to  
gather at the 9th Annual Wine Tasting 
along with a Cigar Lounge that lasted 
until Sunday. New this year to Tombola 
was an Early Bird Shopping Event for 
shops to set up booths with their mer-
chandise up to sell, even though this 
was a ticketed event only open to 200 
people it was a big hit!  Saturday night 
included a live concert performance 
by Mad World Orchestra with tons of 
food, games, and rides going on as 
well all around the campus. And fi-
nally, Sunday morning started off with 
a Flag Football Tournament that had 
three different divisions; Sixth grade, 
Middle school, and High school. Later 
in the afternoon there was Whiskey tas-
ting and the second day of the Cigar 
Lounge. Overall Tombola was a great 
success! Not only did they Reach their 
goal amount of $675,000.00 but they 
passed it! As Father Willie said in his 
message, Mission Accomplished!

BELEN
TOMBOLA

Photo credits to belenjesuit.org 



Written by. Yuliana Romero

OMBOLA

F
ebruary 23 & 24 the Fuego Music Festival 2019 was 

live in Mana Wynwood. There were over 30 of the 

hottest Latin artists and international DJ’s along with 

games, giveaways, food vendors, and even live art 

paintings! Some of their many sponsors included El Nue-

vo ZOL 106.7 and RITMO 95.7 some of the best Latin artist 

were there too like Alex Sensation and El Micha along 

with DJ Benito and Jtremendo. VIP 305 was able to at-

tend both days of the Fuego Music Festival 2019 and to 

say the least, IT. WAS. FUEGO. 



T
he Schoolhouse Prep Boys Varsity 
Basketball Team won both the District 
and Regional Championships for FH-
SAA Division 2A! They now advance 

to the State Championship in Lakeland 
Florida where they will compete for their 
division. We want to congratulate the 
Wolfpack and their coaches for an amaz-
ing season!

The Wolfpack

and their W´S

At St. Agatha Catholic School they had a FUN-tastic 
Field Day for Kinder through 8th grade. It was a huge 

success for everyone especially the red team!



and their W´S



By: Rosemary Ubeda

I
t was literacy week here at International Studies Prep Academy (ISPA), and we started 
off the month of January by promoting literacy in a big way!  We’ve been reading 
some of our favorite books. This year’s theme was “Spreading Literacy, One View at a 
Time.”  Dr. Blanco, our principal, initiated the week by sharing a portion of Fitzgerald’s 

memorable, Great Gatsby, on Instagram.  To further inspire students to read more, IS-
PA’s English teachers, Mrs. Feiler, Ms. Milian, and Mrs. Lugo, decorated their classroom 
doors with some of their favorite novels. Students helped with this task by making posters 
and helping adorn the classroom door. Other classes took time to Drop Everything And 
Read and enjoy their favorite reads.  The week was culminated when students shared 
their  “Selfie Poems” with one another in class.  This annual event demonstrates the im-
portance of providing scholars with excellent reading habits, which is why at ISPA, we 
celebrate it every year.v

ISPA 

ISPA 

Celebrates 

Literacy 

week

Visits

magic

kingdom

T
his year, ISPA’s sophomores enjoyed a trip to Magic Kingdom as their end of the year class trip. We all gathered at school at 4:30 
AM, and headed off to the beloved theme park. Magic Kingdom is considered the main attraction of all the parks and opened in 
1971, almost 50 years ago! It is known as the “Happiest place on Earth”, meant to bring joy and laughter to people of all ages. The 

park is divided in six lands: Main Street USA, known for the Cinderella castle and the revered statue of Walt Disney himself with Mickey 
Mouse, Adventureland, Frontierland, Liberty Square, Fantasyland and lastly, Tomorrowland. Magic Kingdom has a variety of rides to 
choose from, like It’s a Small World, Big Thunder Mountain Railroad, The Many Adventures of Winnie the Pooh, Mad Tea Party, and one 
of the most popular rides there, Splash Mountain, a water log ride with a 50 foot plunge that many look forward to when they get to the 
park. Another fun ride is Space Mountain, where riders experience traveling through space on a dark ride with unexpected turns and 
drops. As the day went on, we ate many tasty treats like caramel popcorn, mickey shaped ice cream and overall spent a fun day with 
our friends. After a long day of walking and going on rides we went back on the bus for a 4 hour ride filled with karaoke and dance 
parties, the best way to end the day!

By: Sabrina Carrillo



ACC’s 
Junior Ring Ceremony Celebration
On February 27 2019 Archbishop Coleman F. Carroll High School had their Ju-
nior Ring Ceremony. Congratulations Juniors! What a beautiful ceremony! Next 
stop, Senior Year!



Ring Ceremony
Class of 2020





v

M
onsignor Edward Pace High School 
is proud to announce that 23 Spar-
tan seniors have been accepted 

to attend Florida State University and the 
University of Florida beginning in the fall of 
2019.

The students accepted to FSU are: Lauren 
Aponte, Deanna Bernard, Katrina Cruz, 
Juselie Derice, Berteau Eliassaint, Kristen 
Fleitas, Ariana Garcia-Fundora, Deianeira 
Hoffenden, Teresa Macias, Ethan Mansell, 

Lyandros Martin, Matthew Muth-
iah, Samantha Ortega, Amanda 
Perez, Jade Ramasami, Kelsey Ros-
ier and Isabella Vazquez.

Students accepted to UF are: Paola Cal-
leyro, Daniella Conde, Katrina Cruz, Juse-
lie Derice, Berteau Eliassaint, Ariana Gar-
cia-Fundora, Lixandross Gernier, Teresa 
Macias, Daniela Molano, Samantha Or-
tega, Qiana Pierre, Kelsey Rosier, Fabia St. 
Juste and Isabella Vazquez. 

The group of students has not only ex-
celled academically during their time 
at Pace, but they have also been high-
ly involved with various clubs, honor roll 
societies, campus ministry and athletics. 
Pace is excited for these exceptional stu-
dents as they begin to make the next steps 
in their academic future.

Monsignor Edward 
Pace High School 

has announced its Silver 
Knight Award nominees 
for the 2018-2019 school 
year. 

The Spartan nom-
inees include 
Nathan Bonet as 
the Mathematics 
Silver Knight nom-
inee and Fabia 
St. Fleur as the So-
cial Science Silver 
Knight nominee.

The Miami Herald Silver 
Knight Awards is one of 
the nation’s most highly 
regarded student awards 
programs. The purpose of 
this awards program is to 
recognize outstanding stu-

dents who have not only 
maintained good grades 
but have also unselfish-
ly applied their special 
knowledge and talents to 
contribute significant ser-

vice to their schools 
and communities.   

 
One Silver 
Knight and 
three honor-
able mentions 
in each cat-

egory will be 
announced at 

a ceremony on 
May 16 at the James L. 
Knight Center in Miami. 
Silver Knight winners will 
receive a $2,000 prize and 
the honorable mention 
winners will receive $500 
each.

23 Pace 
High School 

students 
receive acceptances to 

FSU and UF for the fall semester

Pace’s Silver Knight candidates
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Saint Brendan 

high annual college fair
In February 25th, St. Brendan hosted it’s 6th Annual College Fair. Thank you to all the college 

representatives who attended. It was informative for both students and parents.  

@ Saint Brendan High School 
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On February 23, 2019 Christopher Columbus High School celebrated 
Brother Kevin’s 80th birthday at the Miami Heat game. Brother Kevin was 
the honorary captain for the game against the Detroit Pistons. A bunch 
of Columbus alumni, parents, and students attended and joined in on the 
Halftime Recognition Ceremony at the Xfinity East Plaza to sing Brother 
Kevin a special Happy Birthday song. 

T
he Columbus Robotics 
Team competed in the 
South Florida VEX Robotics 

High School State Champi-
onship.  The team went 5-1 at 
the championship, ranking 4th 
overall against the best 34 ro-
botics teams in South Florida 
-- above Ransom (13th), Belen 
(15th) and Coral Park (20th). 
The team was one win short of 
qualifying for the Worlds Cham-
pionship next month. 

“Mr. Columbus” 
Brings the Heat

     ROBOTICS 

TEAM PLACES 

4TH IN SFL
Please congratulate Daniel Saez, Daniel Luna, 
Gabriel Paz and Anthony Alonso. 

T
he varsity wrestling team 

qualified eight wrestlers out 
of the 14 weight classes to 

compete at the FHSAA Class 

3A State Championship this 

weekend in 

Kissimmee, Florida. 

 

Robert Dusendang (113 lbs.), 

Charles Huffman (120 lbs.), Jus-

tin Valdes (126lbs.), Dylan Mira 

(132 lbs.), David Milton (145 lbs.), 

Ryan Gonzalez (152 lbs.), Brent 

Becerra (170 lbs.) and Carmine 

D’Ascoli (195 lbs.) will all repre-

sent Columbus proudly after a 

very hard fought Region 4-3A 

Championship.

As a team, the Explorers came 

in  3rd place behind defending 

state champion South Dade 

and runner up Southwest.

WRESTLING QUALIFIES 

8 TO STATE TOURNAMENT



Fact Sheet of Event for ADOM

Submission by Ivette Orizondo Gambin

Who: St Brendan Elementary

What: Catholic Schools’ Week

When: January 28-February 1, 2019 

Where: School Grounds

Why: National Celebration of our Faith

St. Brendan Elementary had a whole week of festivities celebrating our faith and those that make our faith stronger.  On Monday, we had our annual Talent Show where children demonstrated that many talents God has bestowed upon them.  We cel-ebrated the teachers and staff on Tuesday!  On Wednesday, we gath-ered for Mass and celebrated the life of Jesus.  Thursday was Career Day! We had visitors from all walks of life letting students know that with faith and perseverance, anything is possi-ble. The week culminated on Friday with Field Day where Navigator Fami-lies gathered to celebrate unity! What an amazing week! 



A
s the month of April approa-
ches Daniella Santos of St. 
Brendan’s High Schotol is di-
ligently working to achieve 

great things for Bryan’s Art Foundation. 
She has been instrumental in assis-
ting the foundation obtain grants that 
provide Art Therapy ( Performers at 
Heart), Theater and Dance classes for 
individuals diagnosed with Autism and 
other special needs. Daniella spoke at 
the March 4th Sweetwater Mayor and 
Commissioner’s Council meeting. Her 
efforts were crucial in securing 1200 
ft.2 of space for Bryan‘s Art Foundation 
to provide Art Therapy classes for tho-
se individuals with special needs. This 
achievement would not have been 
possible without her dedication to this 
cause. On the evening of March 4th Br-
yan‘s Art Foundation
presented the city of Sweetwater with 
one of his paintings. The foundation was 
awarded keys to the city for their efforts 
and relentless dedication to families 
with individuals affected with Autism.
On the night of the celebration Bryan 
Fernández-Cornejo was accompanied 
by his parents Roxana Corcuera, Luis 
M. Fernandez-Cornejo, his brother Se-
bastian as well as various other friends 
and family members. The Mayor and 
Commissioners unanimously approved 
to increase awareness and support for 
those in the community with Autism 
and other special needs.
Daniella has been working with the 
foundation for three years providing 
Art, Theater, and Dance classes to in-
dividuals with Autism and other spe-
cial needs. She has been the voice 
of the foundation, instrumental in the 
planning stages of many events in the 
community for the foundation, and was 
applauded for her efforts on March 4th 
at the Mayor and City Council Com-
missioners meeting. Commissioner 
Marco Villanueva presented the mo-
tion to support Bryan’s Art Foundation 
in acquiring the space and resources 
needed to initiate the art program and 
the other commissioners Prisca Barreto, 
Manuel Duasso, Joniel Diaz, Idania Lla-
nio, and David Borrero unanimously su-
pported the motion and thereby positi-
vely affecting the lives of many families 
thanks to their votes.

Bryan Fernández

Keys to the city





Miami-Dade County 
Fair & Expo
March 14- April 7
The fair host lots of family-friendly indoor 
and outdoor events for people of all ages. 
The youth fair is the largest fair in Florida 
and has over 90 carnival rides, competi-
tions, live concerts, food and more! Ticket 
prices start at $12. 

Pinecrest 
Gardens 
Chili 
Cook-Off
March 23
Pinecrest Gar-
dens is hosting 
their annual 
Chili Cook-Off 
event featuring 
country music, 
bull rides, li-
ne-dancing and 
lots of chili! 
Tickets start at $5 and admission is 
free for Pinecrest ga rden members. 

Miami Riverday Festival
April 6
Enjoy free boat rides down the Miami 
River and listen to live music per-
formances and learn more about the 
Lummus park Historic District. Event 
admission is free. 

SoFlo Cake and Candy Expo
April 26-28 
If you like Candy, then this is the event for 
you! Join Industry Professionals and hobby 
bakers at this conference at the Miami Air-
port Convention Center. Tickets start at $25 
for one day or $40 for a weekend pass. 

On Wednesday, January 16, ni-
neteen students, world history 

teacher, Mr. Cole and radio perso-
nality / teacher, Mr. Milian, made 
their way back to 1776 to see the 
play that has taken the country by 
storm, Hamilton at the Broward Cen-
ter for the Performing Arts in Ft. Lau-
derdale, FL.     
The Gilder Lehrman Institute and 
their partnership with the writer of the 
play, Lin-Manuel Miranda, offered 
students from around Miami-Dade, 
Broward, and Palm Beach Counties the 
opportunity to learn more about our foun-
ding fathers, including the titular Alexan-
der Hamilton, and all he contributed to the 
United States in a day full of activity.
The group spent the first half of the day 
soaking in talent from students across Sou-
th Florida who rapped and recited poetry 

inspired by the film 
Hamilton and the 

Revolutionary Era.

     
“The students were 
incredibly talented. 
Their performances 
were all so unique 
and I really enjoyed 
them,” said senior 

Isabella Lopez.
After the student performances, a ques-
tion and answer session took place with 
cast members of Hamilton. A myriad of 
questions were asked ranging from quite 
funny to more serious as the cast offered 
advice to aspiring performers and stu-
dents.
 Once the Q&A was over, students enjo-
yed an outdoor lunch and then finally, it 
was showtime.
  From the moment the first song was sung, 
student’s eyes were glued to the stage as 
they sang along to various songs of which 
included the iconic “Alexander Hamilton,” 
“My Shot,” and of course, the Cabinet Ba-
ttles.

 The play depicts the events during the Re-
volutionary Era with a twist, of course, as 
our founding fathers expressed themselves 
with witty raps, complex wordplay, and 
traditional pop-inspired ballads.    Three 
hours of filled with lots of rapping, lau-
ghing, and learning flew by and students 
were left speechless.
“The play was amazing. I have no words to 
describe how happy I am that I finally got 
to see the play. I even cried a little,” said 
junior Cindy Solier.

By Amanda Milian 

Takes 
On Hamilton

! 

SLAM students did not throw away their shot 

to see the Broadway play, Hamilton!

March/April: 



A
rchbishop Coleman Carroll High School stu-
dents Lucienne Toledo, Juniel Solis, Lance Hon-
drade, Alexandra Brown, Christine Armas, John 

Dennis, Camila Gloria, and Edward Dobrowolski all 
had artwork displayed at the Archdiocese of Miami 
High School Invitational Art Exhibit held annually at 
Belen Jesuit Preparatory School. ACC is so proud of 
their hard work and want to thank their art teacher 
Mr. Cruz for inspiring their creative skills. Their work will 
be on display at the Saladrigas Gallery at Belen Jesuit 
Preparatory School until March 29th.

ACC
Art Exhibit
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