




NATALIA 
DENEGRI

Entrevistamos a la reconocida actriz, presentadora argentina Natalia Denegri que esta conquistando 

Miami con paso firmes, flamante ganadora de dos premios EMMY en la ceremonia que se llevó a cabo 
en Orlando, Florida. Uno de rubro Documental de Interés General por su trabajo RCTV, 10 años después 
y otro por Buscando a Dios, en el rubro Programa Religioso.

Natalia, gracias 

por permitir a VIP 305 

que te haga esta 

entrevista, antes que 

nada muchas 

felicidades por tus dos 

premios EMMY.

Cuéntanos que sentiste en ese momento que 

te nombraron ganadora en tus dos nomina-

ciones?

 La gloriosa noche inició con el premio en la cate-

goría Documental Interés General por RCTV, 10 

años después. Un trabajo humano y esperanzador 

que muestra la suerte de los trabajadores de Ra-

dio Caracas Televisión, el canal pionero de Vene-

zuela, tras una década de su salida del aire por 

orden del ex presidente Hugo Chávez.

Y como si no bastase, llegó la segunda distinción 

por Buscando a Dios en el rubro Programa Re-

ligioso. Se trata de una hermosa historia de un 

hombre que, tras ser diagnosticado de cáncer, 

promete a Dios recorrer una iglesia diferente cada 

domingo durante todo el año.

Aún no lo puedo creer,estoy viviendo un gran sue-

ño ,tengo tres premios Emmys ya en casa y dos de 

ellos dedicados a mis hermanos venezolanos.

Agradecida con la academia de televisión por valo-

rar nuestro producto y el esfuerzo.

Y dedicárselo además a mi familia y a mi niña Ni-

cole de tres años que es la luz de mi vida!!!!

Sabemos que desde hace un tiempo atrás está 

radicada en Miami y que has estado con mu-

cho trabajo con tu programa corazones gue-

rreros y  que escribiste un libro bajo el mismo 

nombre, cuéntanos qué significa corazones 
guerreros?

 Corazones Guerreros significa la concreción de 
un sueño. Quise plasmar en papel algunas de las 

historias que tuve en mi programa que también 

se llama Corazones Guerreros, que se emite en 

la televisión de Estados Unidos y que ya va por 

su quinta temporada. El espíritu del programa es 

mostrar que se puede salir adelante incluso ante 

las más difíciles adversidades, como lo demostra-

ron los entrevistados. Personas que han atrave-

sado situaciones límite en su vida, que tienen ca-

pacidades diferentes, en fin, verdaderas historias 
de vida. Por eso, inspirada en algunas de las per-

sonas que entrevisté, escribí mi primer libro, que 

tuve el honor de presentarlo en la Casa Argentina 

en Roma y luego en Venecia. 

Tu premio Emmy en el 2015 fue por el docu-

mental de “ Doble Exilio” imposible no pre-

guntarte de qué se trata el documental.

Doble Exilio trata sobre la difícil situación que vi-

ven nuestros hermanos venezolanos, Expulsados 

de su país, atravesando un momento muy duro. 

Con presos políticos, prohibiciones, pobreza extre-

ma, etc. Con mi documental les di voz a quienes se 

la quitaron en su propio país.

Aparte de ese premio Emmy que otras nomi-

naciones y premios te ha regalado esta carre-

ra ?

Vale aclarar que no son regalos precisamente. No 

me fue nada fácil y aún hoy mi lucha continúa. 

Estoy en un país que, a pesar de que siempre me 

trató de maravillas, no es el mío. Tener un lugar 

en los medios no fue fruto de la casualidad ni de la 

suerte, sino de un trabajo constante acompañado 

por mucha  formación, disciplina y debo decir que 

también mucha insistencia ...

Con todos estos desastres naturales que han 

pasado últimamente, sabemos que has esta-

do muy involucrada con la ayuda principal-

mente a Puerto Rico, como podríamos con-

vocar nuestra juventud a integrarse más en 

ayudar al prójimo?

Lo de Puerto Rico fue un desastre natural espan-

toso y no pude quedarme con el lamento. Había 

que poner manos a la obra y así lo hice. Tuve la 

enorme ayuda de la Fundación Hassenfeld que 

apenas le propuse esta gran acción, me dijeron 

que sí. Pudimos ir con 2 aviones de ayuda huma-

nitaria, los que al regreso trajimos a 300 enfermos 

para trasladar a hospitales, entre ellos, ancianos 

y bebés. Hubo casos de urgencia que por suerte 

pudimos resolver. Llevamos medicinas, insumos, 

pañales, leche para bebés, ropa.

Igualmente, siento que no fue suficiente y de eso 
me dí cuenta cuando llegué al lugar. Es importan-

te involucrarse y más que importante, es gratifi-

cante.

 

Cuando estuviste en Roma tuviste la oportu-

nidad de ver al papa Francisco? Cuéntanos 

qué opinas de el ?

Ese viaje fue un antes y un después en mi vida. 

Si bien yo soy muy creyente, el haber estado jun-

to al Santo Padre fue conmovedor.  Es imposible 

poner en palabras lo que produjo en mi. Es un ser 

diferente. Su mirada transmite sensaciones indes-

criptibles. Le dí mi libro y me dijo que ya sabía 

de qué se trataba. Encima es Argentino como yo. 

Doble emoción. Sus ojos transmiten bondad. Es un 

ser luminoso.

Tienes pensado en escribir otro libro ?

La satisfacción que me dio el primer libro me in-

centivó a escribir otro, y hace dos meses comencé 

a gestar un libro de consejos para mamás prime-

rizas. Es un tema apasionante y de gran interés 

para esa situación tan difícil de las mujeres. 

Además, voy a escribir mi segundo “Corazones 

Guerreros”, contando más historias del programa 

y algunas que aún no se transmitieron.

Nuestra revista la leen en su mayoría mucha-

chos jóvenes qué consejo le darías tú a ellos 

para llegar a sus metas deseadas en la vida?

No soy quien para dar consejos, puedo ser sí 

una amiga que de igual a igual cuenta su propia 

experiencia y eso tal ves sea un estímulo.

Nada es fácil. Hay muchas frustraciones en el me-

dio que son verdaderas pruebas de fuego. Si uno 

tiene ganas, se esfuerza hasta lograr los objetivos. 

El esfuerzo incluye no rendirse, enfrentarse mu-

chas veces a injusticias, insistir y prepararse....La 

cuota de suerte puede hacer lo suyo pero sin el 

resto, no sirve de nada.

La disciplina, la perseverancia son factores 

importantes cuando uno se pone metas en la 

vida, que crees el factor suerte? Es algo a lo 

que también tenemos que estar preparados?

Lo contesté en la pregunta anterior. Pero puedo 

explayarme diciendo que todos tenemos momen-

tos de suerte de la misma manera que a todos 

también en algún momento se nos acaba. Si uno 

tiene sólo eso, es muy difícil remontar la situación, 

en cambio si a la suerte la dotamos de todo lo que 

antes describí, casi diría que es una fórmula pro-

bada.

No se encantaría saber cuáles son tus próxi-

mos proyectos tanto en la televisión como el 

cine y por supuesto si piensas escribir otro 

libro pronto.?

Proyectos siempre tengo, porque soy muy inquie-

ta. Con mi empresa productora Trinitus Produc-

tions, estamos con un nuevo largometraje que en 

breve comenzaremos a filmar. La nueva tempo-

rada de Corazones Guerreros ya es un hecho. A 

eso hay que agregar la conclusión de los libros y 

también hay algo que estoy llevando a cabo, no 

lo voy a decir porque está en la primera etapa de 

armado. pero es un proyecto que cuando llegó a 

mis manos, me sorprendió por lo majestuoso. En 

la próxima entrevista, lo van a saber.

Muchas gracias nuevamente por darnos esta 

oportunidad de poder conocerte más a fondo 

y te deseamos muchos éxitos en tu carrera 

Felicidades para todos. En mi país se desea sa-

lud, trabajo y amor. Este también es mi deseo 

para todos. 



                  



                  

1. When did you begin your position 

as principal?

I was hired to be the principal of Pace 

High School in 2004.

2. What did the first few days feel as 
principal?

My first few days were scary. I would sit 
on my desk and wonder how on earth I 

got here and do I really have all that I 

need to do this job and to really do the 

best  for the students here at Monsignor 

Edward Pace High School. 

3. What is your favorite day out of the 

whole school year and why?

There are quite a few, but I would have to 

tell you that my favorite event of the who-

le year is graduation. To be able to see the 

joy in the faces of the parents, to see the 

excitement and the pride in the students 

and their loved ones. A Lot of our parents 

are Alumni as well. So to see them reli-

ving those moments in that day is kind 

of like a culmination of four years of hard 

work, of dedication, and of sacrifice for 
the families and for the students.

4. As principal how do you try to do 
things differently than other schools?

I won’t compare to any other school, but 

I can tell you that what I try to do here 

in Pace is to help students learn that 

they are loved and that they are a gift. I 

always make sure we teach them the fai-

th which is something very important in 

their lives. 

Archbishop Wenski said this year in the 

opening mass for the teacher that, “We 

don’t just teach academics and we don’t 

just prepare kids to go to college. What 

we do is prepare kids to go to heaven.” So 

I think for me, that is our most important 

mission, getting kids to become wonder-

ful adults who excel all around and in the 

core they are good people. 

Another thing that I like to do here in 

Pace is keep the family Atmosphere. I 

think when teenagers are happy and tee-

nagers know they are cared about, that 

they are loved, they excel!

5. What are you most proud of in 

your school?

The students, the kids here. We have 

the most amazing kids at pace. They 

are smart, hardworking, loving and 

that makes me very proud. 

6. How do you as principal like to 
engage with your students?

I like to participate in different events 

that we have, I like to be present. I 

make sure to attend football games and 

basketball games and volleyball games. 

I like to be present in the things that are 

important for them. Homecoming and all 

of the different events. I participate in the 

homecoming pep rally every single year. 

This is an opportunity for the kids to see 

me in a different light and to be there for 

things they will remember down the road!

7. What is the best story you have that 

has ever happened in your school 

while you were principal?

I can be here all day but the moments 

when the seniors start receiving their let-

ters of acceptance. When we see that they 

will be going off the college and that they 

have choices is amazing! 

8. If you had no restrictions on what 
you can do to your school what would 
it be?

          

Make coming to this school free! So that 

everyone could come and receive the 

amazing education you will get here. One 

of the things that sticks out from every 

alumni that comes back is that they miss 

their time at Pace. They have had such an 

amazing time here and they have learned 

so much, but it’s the sense of one family 

and the sense of that they were cared for. 

To be able to offer that to more students 

than what we have right now would be 

amazing. I know in many cases coming 

to school here is a financial restriction for 
some of the families. 

So if their was one thing I would do is 

win the lottery or have a wonderful donor 

come in and just make it so that we can 

help those families who may not be finan-

cially ready to make this amazing sacrifi-

ce for their son or daughter.

Principal 

Ana García

Interviewed by: David Barbier

 “To watch full interview upload the AR 

app and scan this page”





A
s the holidays approach us, so many 

of us are opening our hearts and 

spreading kindness and generosity 

throughout. As this is the season of 

giving, A Sweet Chance, made up of two teen 

sisters, Jazmin and Erika Neadle, together 

with their mom, Eni P. Neadle, and long-ti-

me friends and co-founders, Janeris Marte 

and Favila Budyszewick, want to open up 

hearts even further. Not everyone can adopt 

or be a foster parent, but everyone can help 

a foster child/teen. There are hundreds of 

teens in Miami-Dade County alone and thou-

sand in the State of Florida. A Sweet Chance 

is determined to make teens in foster care’s 

future a little brighter. As this team of fos-

ter/adoptive teens and their moms prepare 

for the next event, they are hoping to spread 

awareness and raise funds. A Sweet Chan-

ce’s goals are to honor teens in foster care 

by celebrating those special milestones in a 

teen’s life and push them to graduate high 

school by giving them prizes and rewards as 

they accomplish their goals. A Sweet Chance 

started a GoFundMe page in order to raise 

funds to buy gifts for all the teens. 100% of 

all funds raised are for gifts and to help make 

their dreams come true. If you would like to 

help us raise money to make these teens’ 

dreams come true, please donate to www.go-

fundme.com/asweetchance.  Thank you.



T
hanksgiving is all about gi-

ving back and Good Shepherd 

Catholic School did just that 

by collecting the essential 

Thanksgiving Holiday foods to give to 

those who are less fortunate. One week 

before thanksgiving the students ga-

thered and made what a Thanksgiving 

basket for families who wouldn’t be 

able to afford any food to have on the 

table for Thanksgiving. The recipients 

that received these donation baskets 

are very thankful for these young stu-

dents help and are very happy they 

would be able to give thanks and cele-

brate this amazing holiday with their 

families with food they weren’t expec-

ting to have. 

helping 
those in need 
for thanksgiving

Good Shepherd

Parking Capacity : 

Secure parking for 100 vehicles
Transportation Services :  

Limousine & Party Bus
Amenities:
Two bars ( illuminated!) - Porta-
ble, adjustable stage for DJ, live 
music, etc.
(3) 42” widescreen TVs, 26” �at-
screen TV, Satellite, DVD player.

(1) Projector Screen 6 x 8 
(4) Speaker JBL EON stereo 
system
DJ Booth -  Disco Lighting, Movil 
Head & LED spot , Laser Show
Furniture Lighting
B & W Dance Floor  12’ X 12’
Step & Repet / Red Carpet
VIP Lounge - Terrace Space
Large ice coolers, serving platters, 

Heater, 
Coctail Tables / Spadex Covers / 
Service Tables
Stage
Contact Us:

5911 NW 102TH AVE 
DORAL FL 33178
PH: (305) 718 4774
Follow us:

RITMOSVENUE

Event Capacity
:  It is a comfortable space 

for parties 

and events. We can fit a small amount as many as 

30-100 peope in ea
ch venue. Let us kn

ow what you’re 

planning, and our p
arty planners can 

give you helpful 

tips and advice to 
make your dream party come true.

We offe
r Awe

some Spac
es for

 Parti
es 

and C
elebra

tions 
for an

y occa
sions:

Birthday - Sweet Sixteen - Bar / Bat Mitzvahs  - Quinces - 

Teens  Parties





M
y name is Silvia Mesa and I have a beautiful fa-
mily of Golden Retrievers. Prada, the mom, is a 
Golden Retriever that had 8 puppies on January 1, 

2015. Prada’s Bunch is a wonderful family full of love and 
adventure! We love to share with our friends our everyday 
lives. Mami Prada is a cancer survivor and we are very 
grateful that she is well now, one year in remission, after 
two major surgeries and 6 rounds of chemotherapy.

Charlie and Lalique, are two years old and are two very 
mischievous children. Charlie is a Canine Good Citizen and 
Certified Pet Therapy member with Alliance of Therapy Dog, 
Inc.  Charlie being  very sweet and very gentle, allows him 
to visit nursery homes, West Kendall Baptist Hospital, Mia-
mi Children’s Hospital, Baptist Children Hospital and Miami Dade 
Libraries. Lalique loves hats and pictures. Very soon Mami Prada 
and Lalique will be part of our Pet Therapy Dog Team.

Last year I made a calendar for 2017 with all the pictures I took thru 
the year of 2016.  Thanks to the sale of the calendar I was able to 
donate $ 1,000.00 to Joshua House of Golden Retriever (www.jhgrr.
com), a wonderful rescue organization in Tampa dedicated to save 
senior and sick Golden Retrievers. I went there personally to meet 
them and deliver our donation.  They are truly a blessing to these 

dogs. With these funds we also hel-
ped our friends at Born Free Pet shelter in 
Miami (bornfreeshelter.org). This was our 
way of repaying all the blessings we re-
ceived and all the help we got to save our 
Mami Prada.

This year I am selling our 2018 Prada’s 
Bunch Calendars and hopefully I will be 
able to raise funds to give a substantial 
contribution two both recues. Please feel 
free to check our website www.pradas-
bunch.com as well as our Facebook page 
“Prada’s Bunch and Friends”, as we love to 
bring laughter to our followers. We are loo-
king forward to bringing happiness to many 
friends thru our journey and help as much 
as we can.

S
ts. Peter and Paul School 

just had their annual fes-

tival. It was full of exci-

ting rides, delicious food, and 

amusing games. It lasted three 

days; from the 17th to the 19th. 

It was full of kids from every 

school and they all tried to 

avoid the teachers staring at 

them. This was one of their best 

years yet because of all the new 

stuff they had this year.

 First of all, they took the rides 

up a notch. There were more 

extreme rides so I feel a bit bad 

for the little kids. These rides 

included the Zipper, the Freak 

Out, the Screamer, and the Ali 

baba. If you have a weak sto-

mach, I don’t recommend riding 

any of these. There was also 

a Ferris Wheel that you could 

take amazing pictures on and 

share with your friends. 

 Now, Stranger Things fans 

keep reading. At the pizza boo-

th, they had a “Hopper Special.” 

It was that Eggo special Hopper 

gave Eleven. It had whipped 

cream, kisses, reese’s pieces, 

and Mike and Ike’s. It also in-

cluded a pizza and a drink. I 

had it myself and I felt like I 

could flip over trucks for a mo-

ment.

 If you didn’t visit the Festival 

this year, try again next year. 

They might make it even bet-

ter. Who knows? Millie Bobby 

Brown might show up.

  



Belen Jesuit rode two titles 

by Aitor Fungairino to a 

fifth-place finish in the Class 
3A FHSAA Boys Swimming 

Finals at Sailfish Splas-

hpark Aquatic Athletics 

Center in Stuart on 

November 11. The Wolve-

rines took fifth with 110 
points, trailing the 320 

points of champion 

Tallahassee Chiles.

Fungairino 

defended his two individual 

titles from 2016. He won the 

boys 500 freestyle in 4:25.73. 

He also won his second con-

secutive 200 freestyle title 

in 1:34.89, while teammate 

Andres Wong was fourth 

in 1:41.75. Wong was also 

second in the 100 frees-

tyle in 47.45. The team 

also finished third in 
the 200 freestyle relay 

in 1:26.75.

 Belen also won the 

Class 3A FHSAA Boys 

Cross Country Finals 

at Apalachee Regional 

Park in Tallahassee 

on November 11. The 

team scored 57 points 

to secure the cham-

pionship. This is the 

programs 9th title.

Senior Joshua Collins fi-

nished in second place with 

a time of 15:39. He was fo-

llowed by Lucas de la Hoz 

(16:32:23) in 16th Place, 

Adam Magoulas (16:32.61) 

in 17th Place, Sebastian Roa 

(16:34) in 18th Place, Cesar 

Aguzzi (16:38) in 21st Place, 

Diego Gomez (16:42) in 26th 

Place and Mathew Bryan 

(16:50) in 37th Place.

“Belen continues its tra-dition of championship cross country teams. Con-gratulations to Coaches Frankie Ruiz, Juan Ro-driguez Rene Medina and our athletes for ‘running to the fire’ and living the magis,” said School Presi-dent Jesuit Father Willie García-Tuñón ‘87. “Twelve straight years with at least one state championship team, Belen Jesuit domi-nates at all levels.”
   



Sabrettes at SBHS Open HouseBelen cross country wins state 

championship

ACC Cheerleaders

Topgun Girls had Halloween practice 

and got creative
Schoolhouse Prep rocking our new 

magazine

Thanks to Good Shepherd administra-

tion and faculty for their support

High Point Academy loves VIP 305

 

CCNN Live at Columbus got their 

hands our magazine

St. Brendan Elementary students loved see-

ing their school featured on our magazine

St. Agatha 8th graders at Hallow 

Scream

ILS Color Guard

Ladies showing school pride at Coral 

Reef football game

2017 Columbus vs. Belen game at Tropical Park



Coral Reef Homecoming

Columbus Homecoming Court

St. �omas Aquinas Homecoming

Dante Pace and his friends pre 

Columbus Homecoming

Coral Reef Homecoming

�ese ladies take 
on Homecoming ‘17

Robert Benedict and Keysa Garcia 

taking Columbus Homecoming

Mickey Suarez and his date take 
Columbus homecoming    

Columbus 2017 Homecoming King 
Greg Valerius and Queen Victoria  
Quintana

Columbus Homecoming

2017 Homecoming Prince Ariel Alvarez and Princess Carolina Bouza 





O
n November 4th, St. Agatha Catholic School 

held its 3rd Annual Pig Roast Event. This event 

was filled with friends, laughter, and delicious 
pork. As a student at St. Agatha School, I can 

say that this was our most exciting year yet. There were 

amazing burgers and desserts, accompanied with an on-

going water balloon contest, and pig-roasting by some of 

our St. Agatha families. The student council also played 

a major role in maintaining excitement at the Pig Roast. 

In the afternoon we got to watch some of the faculty bob for apples. Before 

the bobbing for apples contest began, kids vo-

ted for the person they thought would win. In 

the end, the head of the cafeteria, Cirilo, won 

the apple-bobbing contest. Adding more excite-

ment to the day, we got to laugh as some of our 

fellow classmates competed head-to-head in a 

pie-eating contest. Nearly all of middle school 

students gathered around to see who would eat 

the most pie in a pie-eating contest.  

This event wouldn’t be called the Pig Roast, if 

there wasn’t any pork to eat. Later in the day, 

after all the competing teams finished cooking 
their pigs, the judges took to the stage. I was fa-

ced with the honor of being one of the Kid Choi-

ce judges. After trying all the mouthwatering pork, I was satisfied with 
how good they all tasted. But the day wasn’t over yet, the time to announce 

the winners of our contest came shortly after. There were three catego-

ries, Kid’s Choice, People’s Choice, and the 

overall winners. However, out of the many 

awards, there were three teams who took the 

cake. The winner for the Kid’s Choice was 

the Box Hoggers and for the People’s Choice 

was the Team Pua. Third overall were the 

Box Hoggers, second overall was the SAS 

Cafe, and first overall was Team Pua. Even 
if there were only three teams who stood out 

upon the rest, they were all truly winners 

for roasting these delicious pigs. After this 

great experience, we are all very excited to 

see how we could make next year’s pig roast 

successful once more.

Written by Nicole Varela



Gulliver Preparatory 
Student-Athletes Commit Early To 
Play Sports at The Collegiate Level

NATIONAL SIGNING DAY FALL 2017:
Gulliver Preparatory Student-Athletes Commit Early To Play 
Sports at The Collegiate Level

PINECREST, FL. - November 14, 2017 -Last Wednes-

day, in a ceremony held at Gulliver Preparatory, five 
Gulliver student-athletes including three swimmers, 

one baseball player and one track and field athlete 
committed to continuing their athletic careers at the 

collegiate level.

The list of student-athletes follows below:

Baseball
Adrian del Castillo, 

University of Miami

Track and Field
Jazmyn Smith, Northern 

Illinois University

Swimming
-Miguel Cancel, University 

of Florida

-Marcella Ruppert-Gomez, 

Harvard University

-Alicia Mancilla, United Sta-

tes Naval Academy

The NCAA’s first of three National Signing Days for 2017-18 officially occurred on Wednesday, November 8, 2017. The next National 
Signing Day will take place on Wednesday, February 7, 2018.





W
ith the mission to provide su-
pport and services to parents 
and individuals with Down 

syndrome, as well as to bring aware-
ness to the Miami-Dade community, 
Down Syndrome Association of Miami 
(DSAOM) hosted its first ever “Miracle Walk” in 2007. The 
walk was named for the street on which the event takes 
place, Miracle Mile. In what was originally conceptuali-
zed as a small event, organizers were blown away by the 
participation of over 2,000 proud families, friends, and 
supporters. The Miracle Walk was further supported by 
community leaders and advocates, countless online donors, 
over 40 “Platinum” and “Gold” level corporate sponsors, 
and several community volunteers. As it turned out, the 
walk was aptly named; it was in fact a Miracle. The event 
now takes place annually. This years was the 11th Annual 
Miracle Walk and 4th Annual 5k Run, 
which participants enjoyed compli-
mentary food, refreshments, music, 
and entertainment. Donations benefit 
the DSAOM, which is a nonprofit cha-
ritable organization, who provide su-
pport and services to people with Down 
syndrome and their families throu-
ghout the Miami-Dade community. The 
mission of the DSAOM is to educate 
the community about Down syndrome 
and to promote positive acceptance of 
individuals living with Down syndrome. 
They strive to illustrate that living, 
learning, and working with individuals 
with Down syndrome is a natural part 
of the daily lives of every person in our 
community.

https://www.dsaom.org/about-us/



A
nthony Arguelles is a student 

at Christopher Columbus High 

School, who was the starting 

quarterback for the Explores this past 

season, and the ace of the Columbus 

baseball team this season. It was my 

honor to interview him, as many of his 

peers look up to him, for being a posi-

tive role of hard work and determina-

tion on and off the field. This two sport 
star athlete started playing sports at 

a very young age, allowing him to be 

well rounded and have many attribu-

tes which makes him successful. Ar-

guelles is a leader, both quiet in doing 

his job, and also vocal not being afraid 

to get on and motivate his players to 

work hard resulting in success. Many 

people thought the Explores football 

team would not have a great season, 

but with the leadership of a bright 

quarterback and a quick receiver, the 

Explores proved the naysayers wrong. 

Arguelles elaborated on this point in 

our interview saying, “we knew we 

had talent and we felt confident in 
ourselves, and all the hard work we 

put in just translated on game day.” 

After speaking to Columbus principal, 

Mr. David Pugh, it was obvious that 

Anthony Arguelles was star in all as-

pects of life not just when it came to 

sports. When I asked him how not only 

he managed to be gifted on the field 
but also gifted in the classroom, he 

gave such a humbling response, which 

showed his character and values as 

a person. He responded, “I just reali-

ze that I wouldn’t be able to play on 

the field, if I don’t do my work off the 
field and make sure my grades are in 
check.” This showed me his love for 

sports and showed me what a true 

leader he is in not wanting to let his 

teammates down. Arguelles is looking 

at three universities, two being Tu-

lane University in New Orleans and 

Samford University in Alabama. He is 

also looking to attend the University 

of South Alabama; where is brother 

Andy Arguelles, Columbus’ ace in the 

2016 season who did not lose a game 

and threw three no-hitters, currently 

attends playing Division I baseball. 

He has the hope of signing with one 

of these schools to play baseball, and 

a goal to try and walk-on the footba-

ll team. The Explores tend to have a 

great baseball team every season, win-

ning the state championship in 2015, 

being runner-ups in 2016, and going 

22-2 and being favored to win it all 

yet falling short last season. Arguelles 

commented on the Explores successes 

after asking him on the state of this 

years team, “Well we always have a 

good team in baseball, I hope it tur-

ns out well because we are all working 

hard, and after we lost last year early 

on, we are ready to win a state cham-

pionship. Anthony Arguelles is a pro-

ven leader on and off the field, and is 
a positive role model for all who know 

him. We here at VIP 305 wish him and 

the rest of Explores baseball team the 

best of luck this season. Adelante!

by: Erik Cartelle
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Pace collects over ton 
and a half of food 
for annual food drive

T
he Monsignor Edward Pace 

High School community conti-

nued its annual tradition of co-

llecting food for its annual Tons 

of Love food drive. Beginning in October, 

Pace students, parents, teachers, sta-

ff, alumni, and friends began to gather 

non-perishable and canned food items to 

benefit the needy in South Florida.  Simi-
lar to past years, the collected tally equa-

led over a ton and a half of food. 

On November 17, the Pace student body 

celebrated their collective efforts in the 

annual Thanksgiving/Tons of Love Mass. 

Following the mass, the Pace community 

and student organizations were recogni-

zed for their service and for the aid that 

will benefit local organizations. The ju-

nior Class of 2019 also won the coveted 

Tons of Love trophy for the third year in 

a row as the class who donated the most 

food during the drive. 

The food donated goes out to ministries, 

pantries, and food banks across South 

Florida.

  by Raquel Edmundson

“Sponsored by:”



     Early education has a profound impact in a 

child’s development and long-term results from a 

well-rounded foundation.  I could assure parents, 

it is the best investment in their child’s academic 

development for the years ahead. It is very im-

portant for the child to be in a challenging aca-

demic environment as well as one that does not 

hinder but stimulates the child’s need for social 

development within his/her personal needs, own 

nature and personality. In a disciplined environ-

ment where respect and order is a priority, the 

sense of being you, capable, unique, and respec-

tful of others, provides a child a safe learning 

environment with many activities to fulfill the 
child needs, strengthening their skills and abili-

ties, and helping them with the challenging ones. 

They learn the importance of sharing, waiting, 

caring, helping and respecting others and the en-

vironment!

      Our focus is the development of the whole 

child, their physical, social, emotional, and cogni-

tive development. Our main areas are language, 

mathematics, sensorial and practical life. Other 

areas are introduction to other languages, music, 

yoga, geography, and others that stimulate their 

senses, their curiosity, and their ability to choose 

(freedom with purpose). The activities promote 

hand-eye coordination, visual and auditory dis-

crimination, order, and concrete understanding of 

basic concepts by using two or more senses at the 

same time. It is amazing that our children do not 

want to leave our school and although some chil-

dren need some time to adapt according to their 

degree of separation anxiety and personality, we 

help them into a smooth transition that brings 

them a sense of secuvrity and love!

      There have been so many changes regarding 

how a child is perceived in our society now a day. 

Unfortunately and unknowingly, we are racing 

children that become parent dependent in all 

aspects of their development. We are not only 

limiting the children’s ability to reach their full 

potential and their inner need for learning and 

drive to explore, but also limiting their sense of 

responsibility and independence.

      The Montessori Method is an educational 

approach established by Dr. Montessori over 

100 years ago and still proven one of a kind! A 

child-centered approach based on scientific obser-
vations of children from birth to adulthood. In my 

seventeen years of experience in the pre-school 

environment, I have definitely been able to see 

the method working at its best. A child is learning 

while having fun and in motion. The child is lear-

ning the love of learning and the love for books. 

We have had children with many difficulties 
academically and socially and I have been lucky 

enough to see them succeed. This method allows 

them to try different lessons according to their 

individual likes and needs. They have learned to 

use their words expressing themselves correct-

ly, to care about others and their environments, 

treating the lessons and their classmates with 

care and respect. They have learned empathy in 

a mixed classroom where we care about the litt-

le ones and help them learn! They have left our 

school ready and prepared for an amazing future! 

     It certainly takes a village to raise a child and 

the parent involvement in working together with 

the teachers makes the difference. I could only ac-

count for a Montessori education and my personal 

experience but I would definitely recommend fin-

ding a place that is nurturing and provides your 

child with its much-needed academic and social 

development our children so much yearn and de-

serve!

Isabel Gomez

Director 






