




Front cover captured by UDS Photo (@udsphoto).





















1. Can you tell us how Project Manos for 

Homes started and what inspired you to 

create this project in Colombia?

Project Manos for Homes rose from my deep 

desire to give back to my community. I was 

inspired by the Catalina Muñoz foundation in 

Colombia and, after my grandfather connec-

ted us, I decided to follow in their footsteps. 

Since they had no U.S. representation, I 

collaborated with the Sereniti Foundation to 

raise funds, leading to our first home build in 
February 2025.

 

2. Why did you decide to focus on 

building homes for families with limited 

resources? Was there a specific moment 
that motivated you?

My profound love for my Colombian roots 

made it hard to see families on the news 

losing their homes to landslides or poverty. 

I thought, “What better way to put an end to 

this than by giving them a place to live and 

start their lives fresh?” That thought great-

ly motivated me and still keeps me going 

today.

3. What does it feel like to see a family 

receive their new home for the first time?
It’s a feeling so difficult to put into words. Ex-

periencing the warm embrace of a grateful 

mother who finally has a home for her chil-
dren is an indescribable sentiment. Knowing 

I changed a family’s life keeps my feet on 

the ground and makes me all the more gra-

teful for everything God has given me.

4. As a young person, what challenges 

have you faced while leading a service 

project like this, and how did you overco-

me them?

Balancing school and activities while mana-

ging this project has been a strong challenge. 

It requires staying disciplined and organized 

with so many moving parts. When logistical 

issues arise, I’ve found that collaborating as a 

team and thinking in a level-headed manner 

is always the most effective way to solve the 

problem.

5. What inspires you to continue helping 

others, even when the work is physically 

and emotionally demanding?
Helping others will always be an enjoyment 

for me, but when my body starts to give in af-

ter a long day of building, I put my faith in the 

Lord to keep me strong. The sincere gratitude 

of a family is always greater than whatever 

physical or emotional exhaustion the process 
brings.

6. How has this project changed you 

personally or shaped the way you see the 

world?
This journey has taught me the importance 

of giving without expecting anything and 
remaining humble. I live an incredibly blessed 

life, and I’ve learned to keep my feet on the 

ground and think of those who do not have 

what I have. Being grateful and humble are 

the two most important emotional lessons I’ve 

gained.

7. What role do volunteers play in your 

project, and why is teamwork so impor-

tant in what you do?
Without volunteers, this project wouldn’t be 

what it is today—they do about 95% of the 

construction work. Having a larger team allows 

us to cover more ground and add more details 

in less time. Aside from physical help, tea-

mwork allows us to solve problems efficiently 
and brings different ideas to the foundation.

8. What have you learned from the fami-

lies and communities you’ve worked with 

in Colombia?

I’ve learned resourcefulness from these 

families; they always find a way to make 
something out of nothing. I recently worked 

with a mother who continues to support 

her children despite extreme physical and 
personal hardships. Their resilience teaches 

me to never let an opportunity pass by in my 

own life.

9. Would you encourage other young 

people to partner with organizations that 

support youth-led service projects, and 

why do you think that support is impor-

tant?

It is highly beneficial to partner with a foun-

dation like Very Important Purpose. Their 

connections have made setting up events 

and connecting with the community signifi-

cantly easier. Having a group you can count 

on is vital for problem-solving and knowing 

that everyone is collaborating to resolve 

issues.

10. Looking ahead, what projects do 

you hope to develop next, and how does 

it feel to know that you now have the 

support of a strong foundation like Very 

Important Purpose to help you grow your 

impact?

We hope to construct our third and four-

th homes by March 2026 and eventually 

expand into South Florida. I’m also looking 
into creating a service club at my school, 

American Heritage. Knowing I’m backed by 

VIP is reassuring; at 15, having mentors like 

Yessika helps ensure I’m making the right 

decisions for the community.























With a fresh design and multicultural flair, every detail at The Contemporary® is designed to 

celebrate your lifestyle. It’s everything you love about home, reimagined to let you savor the 

best without the stress.

Discover More.

THE HEART OF  

YOUR HOME,  

WITHOUT THE WORK.

Discover �e Contemporary® –  

Where Miami Seniors Love to Live.

TheContemporaryMiami.com 

9105 SW 24th Street | Miami, FL 33165

Call 305.417.6156 to book  

your personalized tour.

Managed by Charter Senior Living

Step into a vibrant community where stunning design and 

e�ortless living come together seamlessly. Here, you’ll find:

VIBRANT CONNECTIONS  

Attend social events, creative workshops, and enriching 

programs in a boutique atmosphere.

HASSLE-FREE LIVING 

With housekeeping, 24/7 concierge and transportation,  

we’ve got you covered.

LUXURY AT EVERY TURN 

Chef-crafted dining, a rooftop pool, an arts and crafts suite,  

and a library await.


