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INTERVIE

WITH MIA MARTINEZ

— -— ‘
VIP 305 MAGARZINE COVER FEATURE

Wy name is Mia Martinez. I'm 18 years old and I've always loved animals and caring for others. | am a student at Westminster Christian School.
My brother, Lukas Martinez, and | started this organization because we beliVeve every child deserves a
chance to grow, learn, and dream big. Giving back to kids in need is something that inspires us every day.

Mia, what first sparked your passion for helping others?

A few years ago my family and | traveled to Africa and | saw something Il
never forget—children walking miles o school, some without shoes, learning in
classrooms without desks, computers, or even enough notebooks. It made me
realize how lucky | am and how unfair it is that so many kids den’t have even
the basics for their education. When | came home, | wanted to do something,
so together with my brother. | started "Hands Together 4 Kids," a project run by
kids, for kids.

Do yau remember the first time you participated in a

caommunity project? How did it make you feel?

| think it was giving sandwiches to the homelaess people. | felt a mix of joy.
confidence, and even a little surprise at how much impact one small action can
have.

What message would you give to other young peaple who want to help but
don't know whera ta start?

Here is my advice: you don’t have o know everything before you start. You

just need to care about something and be willing to try. Never think you are too
young o make a difference. When kids take action, it inspires everyane.

You've taken your help beyond our borders, to places like
Colombia, Cuba, Guatemala and Haiti. How did those
projects begin?

Qur projects in Colombia and
Haiti started because we

saw a real need and felt like

we had to do semething. In
Colombia, we noticed that

a school didn't have enaugh
desks or computers for the

kids ta learn properly. In Haiti

it was similar—kids werea trying
o study without the basic things
they need.
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What surprised you the mast about each country and

the children you met there?

What surprised me the most was how happy and curicus kids are, even when
they dan't have much. In Celombia, the kids would get excited over something
as simple as a new desk, notebook, or computer.

It made me realize that what kids really need isn't always maney or fancy
things—it's support and cpportunities.

Is there a particwlar story of a child ar family that you will always carry in
yaur heart?

One stary 'l always remember was when we were in Africa. We saw some
kids playing soccer, but they didn't have praper shoes. They were Kicking
around a ball made from a plastic bag. | was amazed watching them have so
mueh fun with so little. Later, my brother and | gave each of them a new pair
of shoas and a real soccer ball to play with. They were so grateful and happy.
Something so simple made such a huge difference for them.

As you prepare for college, what are your plans for your studies?

As | get ready for college, I'm really excited to study something that will help
me make an even bigger difference in the world—something that will teach me
how o help kids and communities in need mare effectively.

Do you plan to continue your community
work while in college?
Absolutely! My community work isn't some-
thing | plan to stop—it has become part
of whao | am. And my brother will continue
supporting the projects too. 50 together
we can keep making a difference.
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Thank you so much for this opportunity. I'm excited to keep making a difference for kids in need and truly believe the best is yet to come.
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A NIGHT TO REMEMBER: lr
OUR FIRST GALA FOR A VERY {<; \d\l _

IMPORTANT PURPOSE

May 10, 2025, marked & nistoric milestone for gur foundation, Very Important Fur- ' x
pose. Afier years of dieaming about hosting our first galz, that dream finally came
truge, It was a magical night filled with joy. unity, and purpose—a night that brougnt

-~
together the heart of our 305 community in support of inclusion and love far { A :
indivicuals with special neads,
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After several attemots to make this event a reality, itwas in January

of this vear that we finally said: It's time, From that momant, it took five
months of hard waork, planning. and gedication to bring it all to life. The
result was an unforgettable evening—ourvery first gala,

S
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Thig evant would not have Been possiole without the incredible suppart of Sur community. We are
immensely grateful to our extraordinary event producser, Patricia Bohorguez, whose experience and lea-
dership nelped us wrm every detall into a magical moment. A neartfelt thank you also goes to our amazing
nost, Paula Zelaya, who guidea the entire evening with gracs, warmtn, and passicn,

[

Ve wers honored to welcome our special guests, inciuding Fatiola Angulo, whao shared her powerful sxperience a5 & mo-
ther of children with special nesds.

she reminced us of the importancs of supporting net only individuals with cizaoilities but also the families anc carsgivers

N Ancther touching moment came from Siana "'Didi” Chacdn, a powerful vaice for those who use whaelchairs.
=2d the urgent need for inclusive anc sccessible spaces—especially accessiole bathrooms, wnich anz often

X X



The svening featurad a spectacular performance oy one of the hotiest bands in Miami; EA, wha got evaryone uo and
W N With contagious energy. The night began with a red-carpet welcome, where the talented students from Lavren Corgo
grazed us with 8 beautiful giano mini-cancert and captivating vocal performances.

Cur red carpet was also a celebration of the youtn who have supported our mission. We welcomed infilencers, media guests,
and celeprities including Jencarlog Canegla and Olivia Elliot. who came to honor

our volunteers—especially Oriana Lancsrn who plaved a major role in organizing our Picklsball Tournament this past March.
We are deeoly thankful to our sponzors, whose genercsity Drougnt tnis vision to life, and to all of our vendors who
offered exceptianal service. Special thanks to PhowwRumba for Bringing oy with their fun photo booths and LED
dance floor, which |it L the night a8 we celebratzad,

The Columbus High School CCNMN team covered the event with amazing professionalism. cap-
turing photos and vigeos throughout the night, We also received media coverags from VDM

Radio, who conducted wondertul interviews and helped share our story.
During the cocktall hour, our guests enioyved a delightful selection of appetizers, with

a special touch from Tablite Mia and Playa Bowls, adding their unigue flavors to
the evening. Curvenue, Big Five Club, provided top-notch servics, and we arg

extremaly grateful for thelr support, Cing more highlight; Tight Ashes offered &
. A premium cigar experience that many of aur gentlemen enjoyed tharoughly.

But above all, this night nad a gurooss: 1o raise funds o oulld a new tharaoy
room and an ADA-accessible pathroom 1o better serve our beloved frienos
with special nesds. While we dicn't reach our full fundraising goal that

night. we took the first big steo—and the dream is now within reacn. We
are canfident that with the continued support of our community, we will
complete this mission soon,

It you'd ke 1o be part of this impactiul project, we invite you 10 reach
J‘ out and join our cause. Taogsther, we can build 2 space that brings
dignity, comfort, gand love to thase who need it most.

T all the tamilies who atienced, thank you for trusting us—ewven if
oL cidn't know exactly what to expect, Your presence made all the
cifterence. And 10 the 20 ingredible studenis we honored that night
for their years of dedicated voluntser work—we arg so proud of you.

This is just the beginning of a long and beautiful journey. Thank you
for being part of the Very Important Furpose family. Let's keep wal-
king this path togethsr,

With love,
The VIF 305 Miami &
WVary Important Purpose Team
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At our very first VIP Gala, we had the privilege of recognizing 21 exceptional young individuals whose commitment, leadership,
and heart have made a lasting impact on our foundation. These students have gone above and beyond—founding clubs, leading
events, dedicating countless service hours, and inspiring others through their example. We are deeply grateful for their passion
and support, and we celebrate each one of them as a true agent of change in our community.

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE FOLLOWING STUDENTS:

« Lazaro Acosta - Archbishop Coleman Carroll: for founding the VIP Connect club at his
school

» Raquel Arista — Carrollton: for founding the VIP Connect club at her school

« Lucas Arista - Belen: for stepping up as the new club president and supporting our
foundation events

« Katy Farinas — Our Lady of Lourdes: for participating in our summer camp for more than
four years

« Samantha Gonzalez - Saint Brendan: for participating in more than three summer camps
and supporting our events

« James Gonzalez - Belen: for participating in the VIP summer camp for more than four years
» Ava Guerrero — Saint Brendan: for participating in more than three years of summer camp

* Diego Hamud - Belen: for supporting the VIP club at Belen and collaborating in various
events

= Anthony Kiami — Belen: for his constant support in monthly events and leadership as vice
president of the VIP Connect club at Belen

» Oriana Lander - La Salle: for organizing and leading our first Pickleball fundraiser and
supporting various events

» Haley Majors — Saint Brendan: for actively participating in our summer camp

« Mia Martinez - Westminster: for more than two years in our summer camp, and for her
impactful community project

» Madelyn Ojeda - Miami Arts Studio: for her role as president of the VIP Connect club at
Miami Arts Studio

» Giovany Ojeda - Miami Arts Studio: for founding the VIP Connect club at his school

« Manuel Palomino - Columbus: for participating in more than three years of summer camp
and supporting various events

» Miley Palomino - Saint Brendan: for participating in more than three years of summer camp
and supporting our foundation’s events

« Elizabeth Rassell - Saint Brendan: for participating in several summer camps and creating
her own foundation, which we proudly support

= Isabella Rossell — Saint Brendan: for her dedication to the summer camp and her work
alongside her sister's foundation

» Robby Tompkins - Columbus: for participating in more than two VIP summer camps

« Michael Varela — Belen: for participating in more than three years of summer camp and
supporting various events

« Taylor Yanez — Saint Brendan: for participating in more than three years of summer camp
at our foundation

= Sebastian Lopez Siles — Christopher Columbus High School: for his role as president of the
VIP Connect club at Columbus and as the VIP Connect Club Coordinator
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HONORING A LEGACY OF SUPPORT:

Mr. David Pugh Receives the First VIP Legacy Award

Al cur inaugural VIF Gala, hald on May 10th, we celebrated not only the milestonss of aur foundation Very Important Purpose, but also
the people who made those milestonss possible. One of the most maaningful moments of the evening was the presentation of our first-
ever VIF Legacy Award—an honor keslowed upon & true visionary and supporter: M David Pugn, Principal of Christopher Columbous
High Schaol.

Although Mr, Pugh coula nat attend the gala in person. the award was received on nis behall oy Mr, Matthaw Deaville, maderator of the
VIF Connect Club at Columbus. His oresence remindeaa us all of the strong partnarshio and unwa-
VEINNG sUpoort that Columbous has shown since day one.

The VIF Legacy Award recognizes individuale wha belisved in our mission from the very
peginning—those who halped turn our dreams into action. Mr. Fugh is ane of those key
figures. Hig support for VIP 305 Magazine ano the @vipconrecicolumbus chapter of our
club gave us the sncouragement and frezdom to grow a youth-led movement rooted in
serviceg, inclusion, ana leadership.

The award was introduced by Sebastian Lopez Siles, founder of the VIP Connect Clup
al Columbus and the driving force behing its pressnce ai tne school, From e slage
Sebastizn shared nis deep gratitude for Mr. Pugh's sugport and belief in a student-led
dea that ioday s ransforming lives. “Momenis ke these ramind Us how ong yes can
ooen doors for so many,” Sepastian saic. speaking to the powsr of frust and apoportuni-
Iy,

WMr PLgns leadarship has helped snape what Very Important Furposs and VIF 305
nave become today: 2 growing community dedicated to making a difference. one act of
gervice al a time. This award is our way of saying thank you—for oelieving in us, far ea-
ying y&s, and for helping build a legacy of support that will live on thraugn every young
DErson Wwhao joing our mission.

Thank you to our Sponsors
and our In-Kind Donors

=)
Lauren
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POSE, ERIENDSHIP; AND IMPA

SEVEN WEEKS OF PUR

R
7TH ANNUAL SUMME
‘lll‘irl\llP gERVICE PROJECT

From June 9 to August 9, 2025, more than 150 student volunteers from various
schools across South Florida joined forces for the 7th edition of our VIP Summer Camp
Service Project — a powerful experience centered on service, inclusion, and
community-building.

Over the course of seven incredible weeks, these young changemakers came together
with one shared goal: to make a difference while growing in purpose and empathy.
Through hands-on activities, workshops, and service missions, they experienced what it
means to serve with heart and intention.

Each week was filled with dynamic programming, thanks to the partnerships with local
foundations and organizations that opened their doors to us. From environmental clean-
ups and food donations to inclusive activities with individuals with special needs, our
campers learned that service can take many forms — and that every action counts.

We were also honored to welcome guest speakers throughout the summer who inspired
our youth with stories of resilience, leadership, and giving back. These moments
reminded us that education goes beyond the classroom — it's built through human
connection and shared values.

What made this summer truly special was the diverse group of students who formed
bonds across schools, backgrounds, and experiences. They laughed, they danced, they
volunteered — but most importantly, they built a community rooted in kindness.

To all the students, families, schools, partner organizations, and speakers who
supported us this summer: thank you for helping us create a space where service is not
just samething we do — it's who we are.




AT VI : .
SUMMER CAN PLANT THE SEEDS FOR A LIFETIME
OF PURPOSE. 1"

p. WE CONTINUE TO BELIEVE THAT ONE



Al TnterStock, we believe financial literacy is an essential life skill '\l
that every student deserves. Founded in Miami, InterStock et
parlners with top schools and organizations to teach middle and ;
high school students about personal finance and investing ina fun, -

engaging, and practical way.

Our goal is to empower the next generation with knowledge that will benefit
them for life - from managing money wisely to understanding how the stock
market works.

Working with VIP 305 has been an incredible experience. 'The students at camp were curious,

motivated, and eager to learn. Through interactive activities and real-life examples, we

introduced them to financial concepts that sparked their interest and encouraged them to think about their
future goals. 'The team at VIP 305 made the process seamless, creating an

environment where students felt comfortable to ask questions and grow.

How to Contact Us
If you're a parent or sludent inlerested in learning more aboul Inters-
tock, you can reach us at:

info@interstockusa.com

www.interstockusa.com
Instagram: @interstockusa

We offer after-school programs, d‘:yd( -&HQ camps to
help students gain a strong foundation/in finance an inw r‘tmg

EMPOWERING STUDENTS WITH FINANCIAL EDUCATION

. Desarrollo de InteligERBI A IIBEIONE
.3{3 Terapia Eamiliar e
' Orientaciony gﬂ,_l-ﬁ._i -

Lidben Sanchez es una coach Mcada por la International Coach Federation (ICF) yla
fundadora de Seres Felices.

Su objetivo es guiar e inspirar a los jovenes para que se conozcan m‘ei‘Mionatmente.
Tambieén ayuda a los adolescentes a construir su futuro profesional alineando sus
inquietudes académicas y extracurriculares con sus preferencias.

Ademas, orienta a los padres en |a etapa de la adolescencia para transitarla de una
manera mas compasiva y los guia en el proceso de seleccion escolar para el desarrollo
integral de sus hijos.

https://seresfelices.com/ - Teléfono: (786) 300.6658 - Instagram: @sresfelices




SPREADING PAWSITIVITY: A JOURNEY OF ~
* | LOVE, GROWTH, AND GIVING BACKPET

By Silvia Mesa, Founder of Charlie's Wags of Wisdom, LLC

i-. In 2017, 1 had the pleasure of meeting Yessika Slles and her amazing team at VIF305 Miami.
What started as a simple intraductian blossomed inta a beauliful partnership dedicated to making a difference in the
lives of children, teens, and our community. Over the years, we've shared countless meaningful mements together
thraugh variaus events, each ane leaving a lasting paw print on our hearts.

) 89
My journay began as a volunteer, alongside my belaved therapy dagsPrada, Lalique, and Charlia Brownfondly knawn as “
Prada's Bunch. Tagether, we brought camfort, joy, and furry love to those who needed it mast. One of the highlightis of
|‘ this time was participating in a special 2019 calendar for the month of August, in collaboration with the Victory4Kids
p Foundation, haonoring Cancer Survivors with heartfelt dedication.

In July 201%, our journey with VIP305 tock a new and excitling turn as we joined their summer camp program. Each ’ g
L/ week either Prada, Lalique, or Charlie Brown visited to bring smiles, emotional support, and moments of relaxation to / ~ [/ 1
the teens, |t was a time o bond, ta breathe, and to simply he. ) Q

1Y When | founded Charlie s Wags of Wisdam In 2023, our visits evolved into semething even deeper, Beyand tha tall [
wags and furry cuddles, we introduced workshops designed to empower the teens, providing them with valuable lifg

skills and mindset tools to help them navigate life's ups and downs. Qur mission became not anly ta bring joy but fa

spark transformationta help each teen realize haw incredible they are, how they can give hack o their community,/ and

[ how eampathy and kindrness can guide them in evervthing they da.

Today, alongside my faithful therapy dog Charlie Brawn, | have the honor of serving as a Life Coach for Taens, |
ii Tegether, we Inspire these young heartis to ocpen their minds to new possibilities, to believe In themselves, and to ta_'_
P ateps towards becoming the hest versian of who they are meant to be Our workshaps help ereate those magical Ir'ﬁ"
bulh moments'when a child o teen suddenly realizes that they have the inner strenath to overcome any ohstacle lifel
places in their path. 1

summer camps. These camps offer more than just Tunthey are a chance to build meaningful friendships, to learn Y

p 3 %
We are deeply grateful to Yeasika, Amy, and Sebastian for the apportunity 1o continue being part of thess impactful § n\ [ TS
'i about giving back, and to discover one's trueself,

As alife Coach for Kids and Teens, my greatest joy is helping young people find their spark and shine brightly ty
) like 1o learn mare aboul our programs or how we can help the children and teens in your Ife, please feel free ta re
out.

Tegether, lat's keep spreading pawsitivity and purposeone child, one heart, and one wag at a time.

CINTHIA LOPEZ

MATHTEACHER

MOTIVATIONAL SPEAKER
LIFE COACH AND WRITER

| am a Certified Math Teacher for Dade County schools, with 20 years
of experience, | am also a Certified Life Coach and Motivational
Speaker and a writer. | published my first book on May of this year. |
am in the process of franslating it into English. The title in Spanish is
Atrevete in English the title i1s Dare. This year | had the opportunity Of
being a Motivational Guess Speaker at VIP's 7th Annual Summer Camp
where for consecutive weeks | shared different activities, the

&

participants understood the concept of INNER POWER, which is a
power that we have and we use it to achieve our goals once we
discover it. Self esteem, persistency, courage, knowledge of what you
want to achieve, are some of the elements of the INNER POWER that
will allow us to accoplish our GOALS!
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I'm Anthony Guzman, a senior at Christopher Columbus High School. |
volunteered at the VIP Summer Camp for the first time this year. | signed up for the
first week of the camp so | had no idea what to expect. Honestly | don’'t know why |
hadn't volunteered in past years because it was a great learning experience while
having lots of fun! It felt like a big sleep over with friends while we worked hard
together and met great people. Yessika and Amy are so nice and they made the
experience a great one. | enjoyed everyday and all of the places we went to. My
favorite location that we went to is the WOW Center. It wasn't my first time
volunteering there but it's always nice to go and spend time and have fun with the
special needs peaple. | also enjoyed the South Florida SPCA and learning about
the harses and getting to work with/for them. | am very grateful for my time at
Escondite with VIP and it was a great way to earn my volunteer hours, hang out
with old friends, make new friends and help my community.




We transform
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into something

Jruly urforgettable

Custom Design - 360 Platform
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Contact us! (786)288-6765

gaby@photorumba.com (0) @photorumbamiami




SILVER((N]G e

Very Impartant Purpose (VIF) encourages high school seniors to apply for the prestigious Miami Herald Silver Knight Award, one
of the nafion's most respected student honors, This award recognizes students who not only excel academically but also use their

knawledge and talents ta serve their schools and communities. With several weeks remaining before the deadline, ViP is here fo
help students craft strong applicaticns by guiding them in building service projects, taking on leadership roles, and meking a

The Aeceard

This award is highly selective and nationally
recognized, with a total of 30 winners and an
estimated 20 honorable mentions. Each Silver
Knight Award recipient receives a 52,000
scholarship, an American Airlines medallion, and
o Silver Knight stotue. Honorable mentions receive
o $500 scholarship and an engraved plague.
Dorni't miss this cppartunity to be recognized for
your hard work and dedication! The Silver Knight
Award not only provides financial support but
ciso offers valuable recagnition for your
academic achievements and service to the
community. Applying canopen doors to new
cpportunities and help you stand cut in college
applications and future endeavors.

lasting, positive impact
~\> Wualtfications

This program is open far 12th-grade students from public, private, and parechial schesls in
Miami-Dade and Broward Counlies. While class rank andfor percenfile are ne langer
mandatory, eligible students. must maintain @ minimum unweighted GPA of 3.2, This
requirement, combined with a streng record of service to both their school and
community, makes a sfudent eligible fer nomination. Service and aclivities may includs, bul
are not limited fo:

@ Managing recreational programs

® Couching or cssisting in athletic ocliviliss

® Demonstrating leadsrship threugh service, slubs, and henor secisties
®leoding mojer service projests thatare sustoinable and-banefit the community:

Schools may nominafe one student in each of the following 15 cafegories: Art, Athiefics,
Business, Drama, English & Literatdre, General Scholarship, Journalism, Mathematics, Music
and Dance, New Medig, Science, Social Science, Speech, Vocational-Technical, ard
World Longuages Service does not need fo be directly related to the neminee's
category; however, some achievements, boih inside and outside of the classroom, must Be
related lo the category

How to Apply:

1. Students must be in 12th grade and meet all other award qualifications.

2. A student wishing to become a Silver Knight nominee must apply through the school's Silver Knight Coerdingtor appeinted by the
principal four school's Silver Knight Coordinator is your main point of contact and will guide you through the application process.

3. The opplication is campleted online. Nominees will be given a username by their Silver Knight Coardinator and begin fo fill out their

applications.

4. Fill eut all sections of the official application with details s instructed. All fields must be completed with no blanks. Enter M/A if not

applicable.

5. Include supporfing doeuments that prove your service. Use these documents to explain the significance of school ewards. Document
major awards and achievements outside of school in your application.
6. A nominee must submit five packets of the Entry Form: o final printout of the application that has been submitted enline plus four

photocopies:.

7. Practice interviews may be held by your schoal, However, judges’ interviews are held in April.
8, Nominees from all seheols appear an a designated day to be inferviewed by a panel of independent judges

2024 SILVER KNIGHT NOMINEE
DIEGO HAMUD

2

Previous Nominations

I . = o
SILVER KNIGHT NOMINEE
Grovany OJEDA- : -

SPEECH

from VIP
Connect Club
Presidents

tia masclassof2024

As sludents prepare for their final year of high schaol, it's important to craft o résumé of college application that stan@doul
WVIP recognizes this need and is here to guide eligible students through this tedious but rewarding process




Ar VIP303, we undersand how importane the SAT can be for many smdenes, Whale it's o sienificane exam thae high
school juniors and senicrs muste prepare for, the process doesn’t have to be soressful. Wich a balanced approach of
independent stud}r and personalize tutoring, VIP305 is here to help make the SAT a puwerﬂll tool tor sciLolarships.
college appheations, and beyvond.

An Overview of the SAT | -

The SAT is a standaedized exam commonly used in college admissions, While some colleges no longer require SAT scores.
students with strong results are seill encouraged o include them to stand our and demonstrate their academic apeimde. The
SAT provides o standardized way for collepes w compare applicants from different schools and backgrounds, since other
application facrors, such as GPAL can vary depending on the classes affered ar a studene's high schoal or the reachers
available to them. The SAT is now administered digneally and is divided inro cwo main secrions: Reading and Writing, and
Math. The Reading and Writing section includes shart passages followed by multiple-choice questions. Some questions
tocus em reading comprehension, while orhers assess a smudenr's wriring and language skills. The Marh section, on the other
hand, covers a range of ropics ncluding aloebim, problem-solving, dara analysis, and advanced math, Swdenes have access
to the buile-in Desmos calculzror throughous the entire section. The digital SAT takes approximazely 2 hours and 14
minures ta complere and s offered multple tmes chroughout che vear,

s f --”' ff‘h'f: S 1 1 .

There arca variety of WAYS t0 appmach SAT prep, but VIE recommends starting to stud}' at least a month in advance, Khan SAT Dates and Deadlines
Academy, a non-profr edueational organization, otfers 2 srrong plattorm tor independene SAT stuidy with free online =
learning resources. Khan Academy offers 2 vartery of instrucrional videos and practice questions thar can benefir students, _ Fall 2025
While this is 2 uscful plaform for many studens, it offers limited inceracdvity. VIP305 reeommends using Khan Academy
tor independent study alongside Schoolhouse woild, a free online turoring platform closely affiliated with Khan Acadeny.
Schoolhouse world offers nmltiple SAT boutcalmps_tu lLe.lp students prepare for both che Rsuding}r\ﬁrjrin‘g and Math
sections, Tt connects learners wath volunteer tutors for hive, small-group sessions, providing 2 more personalized study August 23 Augustd Augist 12
experience. Additionally, farmer scudents who have used Schoolhouse world can apply to become rirors themselves. This

[ o ' . : o ¢ . . Sy besr 153 August 29 Sepiember 2
offers several benefies, including a valuable experience to highlichr on college applications and rhe opportunity ro eam —
communiry service hours. Actabor 4 Seplember 19 September 23
rET
Hevember B Oelober 24 Detober 28

VIP305 {5 proud ro support a talented community of voluneeers and dedicated studenrs, Since the SAT is a significant,
nationally recognized exam, it's important to start preparing early and commit the time and effort needed to achieve the DecEmbEr 6 Newember 21 Navemher 25
highest possible score, However, with dedicated preparation’and consistent practice, VIP is confident that any student can
= proudly reflect an their well-samed score.
€ |BAT

s el VIP 305 Scholarship

in finding internshi

ies, and scholars vips. Our goali Ure you never miss an DFIF.‘DFEUI'IJ.. * Opportunities

ng up-to-date information on different progra including names,
s ali cular activities and i s
5 By Giovana Walder.

Coca-Cola Scholars Kemper Human Rights Education | pauitable Fxcellence Scholarship
Program Scholarship Foundation I'ssay Contest

Awgird Amount $20,000 | $5,000 macwalile scholarship fon taur

Award Ameunt: 55,000 ears of undergraciuats study)
Award Armount: $20,000 2 aadd g e

. Description:
D‘-‘*“J_"P‘Han_- i The Kemmper Hurman Rights Feundation offers this scholarship to i this scholorzhic will be setscted bosed on ambition,
”:"“ ‘-‘-’-—"—"(j—‘lu seh high schaol students who susmit the best eseay inresponse io camunity impact, and financial need. Appliconts mMust submit o
i L ke tha provided promipts. Thare are twae contests: one for higna CUEMOM &R0y ONd SamMonatraia community Barice ond wark
sahoal. Students ars re sehoal studants in the LS ond one for students who reside in experiencs in othar parts of thair application.
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0T e for hiuman rights issues antd cormpete fiar raashy
@ ust be cumrant rrent undargrodudates in
Eligibility: g af he 50 Cf FUgrto Rica
; G S @ pan to bath L& students ond internaticnal high schaal ; +IF
@ fAust be o currant high zehool ssnioe in tha 1L students bl

@ PALST Do @ Fssoy must aodress the prompT and be suppated by
resenrs

@ Eszoy mmust e writter in English with om

Upcoming Scholarship

Opportunitics

U5 [ Biag rar stomisthan snd mtoe mstian

E wnrols (e.xr.ll_rlhgl e hibliogre o any f 25 by = L A
Deadlines: o " @ teoy must inelude a signed cover po Jith gperifies datoils ® “ayna 25 BRA Gn o 40 stole
Avdiigbie fromm Auguat 1t (of the studant's senlor yaor] 1o b Bendiine
Cetober 2nod. ines: Lt 5 i
EE:-::‘::}E:E'IOH s Availatle in Dotaber 2028, ciesing date TSA
Sl get | E0ZE
3 o ) w L
Dascription: Description:
Description: P
. I ) Providas rankings and raviews on schools, collagas, Students can earn rmicro-schokarships from
Resource for sludents wanting information about rneighbarhoo: nd companiss, along with universities in exchenge for el hich schoal
scholarships, colleges, internships, and coreers. acholarshlo opportunities. accomplishments and involverment,
2 Features:
Featuras: Faatures:
= . Micra-schedarships (srmall armaunts of monay for
@ Schiojorship search @ 5c each cmr.il:*u«:m-::"t',J:jn ( ;
] cal aga reviews @ 3 & College portnorships
@ srticles and auivice @ Reviens and ratings ® Frofile bullding
@ Internships and jobs @ Custormn lsts

securing lstters of recommendation, VIP is happy to help!
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]
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Qur heartfelt gratitude also goes to our sponsors,

whose generosity brought this event to life: This fun-filled tournament wasn't just about medals—it was also an opportunity to
build community, give back, and include individuals with special needs in the action.
Players not only competed, but also spent time engaging with our VIP guests, making

it a day full of connection and meaning.

@palominojewelry
@yuruherrera.broker
{@amarettomiami

@gmfreight

@latablita_mia ]

@photorumbamiami A Special Thanks To...

@exploricoplayground We are immensely grateful to the people who helped make this day a reality, especially our

incredible event co-organizer Jencarlos Canela, and the one and only Amarette Suarez, who
was behind every detail, from start to finish. Special thanks to Oriana Lander for her
professionalism and support.

@andinadrivingschool
@sanaskinstudio
@senorpancafe
@lightworkatppecs
@franklinpickleball

@riprinting

@yardsamelia

(thank you for hosting us!)
@didiercarod

(for guiding and mentoring us!)

Last but not least, thank you to every player, volunteer, and family member who came out 1o
support and participate. This event was a perfect example of how sport can build bridges,
raise awareness, and create lasting change,

Stay tuned for our next tournament—we can't wait to see you back on the court!



Beyond labels .

v Scbastian Lopez Siles

In the world of fashion, few projects are born with a purpose as
powerful as Beyond Labels. This new initiative is here to
revolutionize the clothing market with something greater than
just style: messages of inclusion and inspiration, designed and

created by individuals with specia_l needs, for everyone.

AT
Beyond Labels is much more ;1;:‘
than a collection. It is a real J
opportunity for work and self- .-
expression for adults with
special needs, who through / 3
their creativity show us —and - b
show the world— that when they
are supported and believe In
themselves, there are no limits \

to what they can achieve.

This project celebrates
diversity, breaks stigmas, and
creates a space where every
piece tells a story of effort,
talent, and hope. We want to
invite you to be part of this
movement, to join an initiative
that doesn’t just dress people,
but inspires them. o~

We are excited to share with -
you this project that was born \
from the heart and seeks to Q|
transform lives, one label at a
time.

With gratitude and enthusiasm,
Sebastian Lopez Siles
Beyond Labels
by VIP




The Infinite Mirror Experience is a fully
immersive, mirrored space that creates the illusion
of infinite reflections, inspired by NYC's Summit
One Vanderbilt, where you will step into an
environment of light, reflection, and dimension—
perfect for jaw-dropping, shareable photos.

@insta_mirrormia | 305 335 0544 | info@alejandraescalantephotography.com

et ]



TABLITA MIiA:

EL ARTE DE COMPARTIR CON
ELEGANCIA

Hay mesas que se disfrutan, y hoy mesas que se recuerdan. En Tablita Mia, cada creacién nace con la intencidn de
convertir un instante en memoria, un encuentro en celebracion, un detalle en arte,

Nuestras charcuterios y grazing tables son mds que gastronomia:
Colares, texturgs y aromas se entrelazan en armonia, invitando a vivir
la experiencia de la alta mesa en un ambiente cercano, calido y
sofisticado.

la elegancia de Caoda tabla es eloborada con ingredientes
seleccionados y presentados con precision. Porque entendemos que
detrdas de cada celebracién hay una historia tnica, y gue merece ser
contada con el lenguaje universal de los sabores.

Nuestro servicio viaja por todo ef sur de la Florida, llevondo consigo el
refinamiento de lo artesanal y la distincion de fo exclusivo.
Transformamos lo cotidiano en inolvidable, elevando cada ocasién con

un seflo gourmet inconfundible. . - . . - . .

no solo es una mesd.. es la experiencia de un arte que
se comparte.

Creating emotions
from your dreams

Services:
« Event Productions
Wedding and Event Planning
Corporate Events
Kids Parties
Protocol Service

Contact Us:

RICIA (] (786)973-5536
QUEZ it

ANNE



La Voz de la Calma

Maestra, mentora y empresaria que
reinventa el bienestar.

\

Sigue a Yudy Arias y descubre su método
unico para el desarrollo personal y

profesional: @yudyarias
g
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Rebates starting at

=300

on gualifying purchases
JAN 18- MAR 31, 2025

Lk

Er

DECOSOL INC.
i[D 8000 NW 31st ST, Suite 2
ecos( DORAL FL 33122
PP indow coverings & automation systems 305_3 10_2 589
DECOSOL

“Manufacturer's mail-in rehzte offer valid for qualifying percheses made January 18-0arch 31, 2025, from participating dealers in the LS. only. Offer exclodes HDOngine™ and Mantuzket™ Window Shadings, a collaction
of Sihouelte™ Windwe Shadings. Rebale will be issued as a Virual Reward Card and emailad wilhin G weeks of rebale claim spproval. Subject o spplicable law, & 82.00 monthly fee will be assessed against card balance
12 morrhs after card issuarce ard sach month thareafter Sae completa tamms distributad with Virtual Reward Card, Additianal limitations may apply. Aslc participating dealars for dasails and rabate fann, 7025 Honter
Dauglas. All rights ressried. Al tademarks used harein arg fe property of Hunter Deuglas or tieir respactive cwners. Qders with mors tan 10 shedes will only be awarded 8 r2bate for the fist 10 shades, for a wlzl
reshztn capof 3750, Orders with fewer than 4 shadas will not e awarded any robate.

P

hippdi &l
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Matthew 28:19-20

“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and
teaching them to obey everything | have commanded you. And surely
Iam with you always, to the very end of the age.”

Hi, my name is Mac. I'm a 14-year-old high school student. | love playing video games
and going to concerts but more than anything, | love Jesus Christ.

Since | was little, | was taught that happiness is a choice. But over time, I've learned that
true happiness comes only from God's love. The best way | know to share that love is by
speaking about Christ and spreading His message.

That's what inspired me to create my social media account, @BetterwithChrist2010, which
eventually connected me with Yessika, whao invited me to speak at her camp, Vip305Miami. It
was my very first opportunity to truly share my faith in front of peers who shared the same
passion for Christ's love. The experience was humbling, uplifting, and deeply rewarding.

One thing I've come to realize is this: you don't need to be a certain age to seek God in difficult
times. Every age, every stage of life, is the perfect time to grow closer to Christ.

Thanks to the love and support of my parents, sister, family, and friends, | feel driven to
pursue my calling to help bring people closer to Christ.

|
NATIONWIDE IMMIGRATION AND TRADEMARK LAW FIRM

Our law firm is committed to guiding individuals, families, and businesses through the complexities of U.S,
immigration and trademark law. From obtaining legal status to protecting your intellectual property, we provide
personalized, strategic legal support to help you achieve your goals with confidence,
FOLLOW US ON OUR 5QCIAL MEDIA ] Call now for a CQ‘nsultation]

: ._ By appointment only
@ tmarkowilzlawollices

L (786) 566-C045

Marlene Markowitz 150 SE 2nd Ave Suite 300
d @abogadamarlene Law Offices Miami, FL 33131

n Marlene Markowitz Law Offices, P.A.
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NO LIMITS COFFEE SHOP:

/

BREWING OPPORTUNITY IN MIAMI MIITS &
I've visited No Limits Coffee Shop several times, and every time | walk in | feel uplifted. This isn’t ‘“; fg",? ’

just another café—it’s a place of purpose, inclusion, and hope. As always, our organization is proud
to support what they are doing, and we wish them nothing but success in this beautiful mission.

WHAT IS NO LIMITS COFFEE SHOP?

No Limits Coffee Shap, located in Miami, is an all-inclusive, disability-friendly café with a powerful purpose. Their mission is to provide
emplayment opportunities, job training, and a true sense of belenging for adults with special needs.

The café was founded with the vision of creating opportunities that often disappear once individuals with special needs finish school.
It’s more than a business—it's a bridge to independence, dignity, and community participation.

WHAT MAKES IT SPECIAL

Every wisit shows just how unigue this place is:

* Inclusive enviranment: Employees with special needs are at the heart of the café.
They greet guests, prepare and serve meals, and take pride in their respaonsibilities.

+ Delicious menw: From fresh coffee to sandwiches, salads, wraps, and breakfast
aptions, the food and drinks are carefully made and full of flavor,

= Social impact; Families share how warking at the café has boosted their loved ones’
self-esteem, independence, and pride in earning their own wages. Customers also
leave inspired, witnessing firsthand the abilities and talents of thea staff.

Mo Limits Coffee Shap is a model of what true inclusion looks like. It fills a critical gap for adults with special needs who are often left
without meaningful opportunities after school ends. It also helps shift community perceptions—showing that given the chance, every
person can contribute, grow, and thrive.

The impact goes beyond employment. It's about confidence, dignity, and belonging. It's about families who feel hope, and customears
who leave with a new perspective oninclusion,

Our Support and Wishes

From my own visits, I've seen the joy, the effort, and the pride that
shine in this café. Every smile and every cup served tells a story of
possibility and purpose.

Our crganization is deeply happy to support No Limits Coffee
Shop. We believe in their mission, and we stand with them as they
continue to grow, inspire, and empower lives.

We wish them all the success in the world—may they keep brewing opportunity and building a stronger, more inclusive Miami.
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Happy 15th Dirthday Emily Remy
& the Juve 21, 2025 Quiviceaier a Group!

We loved celebrating this unorgeitable milestone af seal § Quice is more thav a
bir thday, ii's a jourviey filled wiih joy. elegavice. and memories fo ireasure forever, =

=

At Heppy Helidays Travel, we've been creating magical
Quinceanera Gruises for 30 years. Qur groups enjoy:

B Private events & photo shoots &S

Fyolusive suboard veiebrations <7

i dream experience o fhe world s most amazing ships &=
&5 Visit wwow HUT Cruises.com

ICOM OF THE SEAS - JUNE 20TH
7 NIGHT EASTERN (Miami]

5 ST MAARTEN # SAN JUAN / COCOCAY

ICON OF THE SEAS - JUNE 27TH

— 7 NIGHT EASTERN (Miarmi)
;_ ST MAARTEM # 5T THOMAS # COCQCAY

‘__________--' ICON OF THE SEAS - JULY 4TH

7 NIGHT WESTERN (Miami) _—

R, COSTA MAYA / ROATAN £ COZUMEL £ COCQCAY _ 305_25; —‘f{'}ﬂ’a‘
Semamns —
~ ICON OF THE SEAS - JULY IITH * ' follow @HHT Gruises \
e 7 NIGHT EASTERN (Micmi) = | it . 3
STMAARTEN / 5T THOMAS / COCOCAY et us make your Quince or Sweel 16 a celebration ai sea you'll never farget! :
ALLURE OF THE SEAS - JULY 25TH >
B NIGHT EASTERN [Ft Louderdala) ‘n@?‘
ST KITTS # 5T MAARTEN £ 5T THOMAS / COCOLAY o m

&
:‘|__f;!‘_: @HHTcruises / 305-267-4004
8160 Coral Way. Miami, FL 33155
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THE HERR |-~OF
YOUR HOME,

Discover The Contemporaty” -

Where Miami Seniors Love to Live.

_ N - , =

Step into & vibrant community where stunning design and
effortless living come together seamlessly, Here, yvou'll find;

VIBRANT CONNECTIONS

Attend social events, creative workshops, and enriching
programs in & boutigue atmosphere.

HASSLE-FREE LIVING

With housekeeping, 24/7 concierge and transportation,
we've got you covered.

LUXURY AT EVERY TURN

Chef-crafted dining, a rocoftop pool, an arts and crafts suite,
and a library await.

With a f

Call 305.417.6156 to book

your personalized tour.

THE

(:ON TEBI P()Rf&R&r TheContemporaryMiami.com

CONTEMPORARY LIVING FOR INDEPENDENT SEMIORS 9105 SW 24 Street | Miami, FL 33165 )
Discover More.

Managed by Charter Senior Living & =



